
Missional Communities 2009-10 

A Missional Community is: 

A gospel-formed community (family) that lives out the mission of making disciples together in a 

specific area and to a particular people group (missionary) by demonstrating the gospel in 

tangible forms (servants) and declaring the gospel to lead people to faith and formation in Jesus 

Christ (learners). 

We know that our calling is to saturate our region with gospel people who are serious about their Christ-given 

mandate to make disciples of all people. For this reasons we have emphasized the role of smaller missional 

communities – localized expressions of the church – which act as hubs for discipleship of both believers and 

unbelievers. 

Our desire is that we would be so transformed by Christ and His work on the cross and His resurrection that we 

would be a different kind of people who live out what it means to be the church all the time, verses people who 

just attend a service and call that church.  We cannot live to multiply services, we live to mobilize people.  We 

were not made to be members of each other the way that we are members of our gym or community college, we 

were made to be members of each other the way that a family lives together.  God is in the business of change 

and He’s placed us in a community of change.  Biblical change is never a solo project, it’s a community project.   

2009-2010 has witnessed our slow but consistent transformation into missional community living, living lives that 

are marked by “gospel intentionality”.  This has lead us to a few deliberate investments: 

• We meet with missional community leaders every 6 weeks.  Believe it or not, WBC has not made the 

equipping of our small groups leaders a priority, they have often been on their own. We know that we need to 

study and live lives connected with each other as leaders. This also leads to a second priority. 

• We invest in equipping future leaders. Meetings every six weeks calls for others to lead missional 

communities. We want this! We want to be equipping others who can lead these groups, not just on their 

meeting nights but in steady-state community all week. As missional communities are blessed with people 

who are being lead to faith or being formed in the faith, they will grow larger than is healthy. We will need 

many future leaders – are you one of them? 

• We connecting our communities together.  The dispersed nature of missional communities must never 

eclipse our connectedness, so we build in deliberate times to eat together, celebrate the Lord’s table together 

and broaden our relationships.  Missional communities must never be exclusive or independent – by the grace 

of God we are called to be interdependent.   

• We send our communities on mission.  It is ours to live out being the church together as we walk through life 

together and live out mission together.  We envision every part of our region saturated with the church living 

out the gospel in every place and in every way possible.  This is not just a teaching function, we must actually 

be doing something so that people will see the life of an ambassador of Jesus. 

• We keep the long run in mind.  We understand that this will lead to the development of new expressions of 

our body, and new Biblically qualified elders being appointed to lead and oversee that expression.  We are 

committed to planting more churches, NOT merely growing one big expression meeting altogether in one big 

building. 

 

May God richly bless us as we live out our identities with others in 2010, 

 Pastor Mark 


