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As I look back over the last fiscal year I can choose to see our church life from two different 

perspectives, two different world views.  One would focus on our finances, our attendance numbers, 

and our struggles with change as a sign of being out of step with God’s wishes.  I don’t believe that we 

can necessarily assume that these circumstances are negatives.  As we cling to the gospel, as we strive 

to love God with all our heart, mind and strength rather than find comfort in a religious system we will 

inevitably face resistance.  “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you 

know the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)   

I find great comfort and joy in believing that God cares enough about us to not let us settle for a 

comfortable life of self-sufficiency.  It would be “easy” to have all the money we need (How often do 

you hear successful ministries saying they don’t need money), to have meetings and programs without 

having to worship God through our lives when we are alone.  God loves us enough to give us 

opportunities to put Him and the gospel to the test.  We were brought to Christ by the gospel, can it 

now carry us through the process of sanctification, becoming more like Christ?  The only way to grow in 

the gospel is to really need it, to see it working in desperate, painful places.  That is where God’s power 

is needed, when we are beyond self- confidence and can only have Christ confidence.  It’s when things 

are hard that the idols in our lives are revealed.   

Our pledge to you, and to God, as elders is to continue to strive to grow in the gospel and to call you, 

our brothers and sisters, to grow also.  As we grow in gospel fluency (the ability to communicate the 

truths of what God has done for us in ways that are meaningful in the struggles of life) we will leave 

behind a religion and become people who love Jesus so much that He is the only One we turn to for our 

joy.  We will find that all our idols will be exposed as shams and Christ will be our sufficiency.  That is our 

prayer for Windham Baptist Church.  That is where we are headed.                           

    

         In Christ,   
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