
 

 

Gathered & Scattered Worship1 

What is the mission of the Church?  

How does our typical week reflect or not reflect our mission? 

     

 

 

Worship is PART of the mission. 

 

 

 

 

                            …Or...  

   

 

 

Worship is the WHOLE mission. 

 

 

Worship = fulfilling the Great Commandment: 

And [Jesus] said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.
  

This is the great and first 

commandment.
  
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

  

On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets." 

--Matthew 22:37-40 
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Worship =  

Everything you say, everything you think, everything you do, revealing what you treasure and 

value the most.
2
  

 

How do we accomplish this mission? 

Understand worship in light of God’s total plan and purpose for his people. 

“Worship is a subject that should dominate our lives seven days a week. Vitality 

and meaning will not be restored to Christian gatherings until those who lead and 

those who participate can recover a biblical perspective on their meetings, seeing 

them in relation to God’s total plan and purpose for his people.”
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Live a rhythm of GATHERING and SCATTERING…for worship. 

Gathered Worship 

Something’s missing in the NT! 

• The New Testament never calls what we do on Sunday “worship.” 

•  Acts 2:46 shows that the early church gathered to devote themselves “to the apostles' 

teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

• 1 Corinthians 14:23-26 tells us why we gather together: “When you come together, 

each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all 

things be done for building up.” 

• Hebrews 10:24-25 give the famous command: “And let us consider how to stir up one 

another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 

near.” 

• And when the church gathers we see in the NT that she does so in a variety of ways: 

singing, praying, reading Scripture, teaching Scripture, reciting the gospel, giving, 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper and baptism, eating together, etc. 

Gathering for gospel encouragement 

• We gather for gospel encouragement: to encourage one another in light of who God is 

and all that he’s done for us in Jesus and through the Holy Spirit.  

 

Scattered Worship 

Worship 24/7 

• The New Testament applies the “worship” language to entire life. 

• All of life is worship:  “Present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual service of worship”(Romans 12:2)  
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• Romans 12:3-21 shows what this life of worship look like! 

• Evangelism is worship (Romans 1:9). 

• Thankful words are worship (Hebrews 13:15). 

• Serving others is worship (Hebrews 13:16). 

• Giving is worship (Philippians 4:18). 

• The church, the people of God, you and me, are called the Temple of God (1 Peter 2:4-5; 

Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16).  

• The church is called the “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16), “a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). 

• The worship of the New Testament is an application of 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So, whether 

you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 

 

Scattering for gospel mission 

• We can call this “scattered worship” because it is the worship that church offers through 

obedient, gospel-empowered lives as we are scattered throughout the week. 

• We are God’s FAMILY of MISSIONARY SERVANTS who show the world what it looks like 

to LEARN to walk in his ways. 

• Gospel Intentionality: eat, listen, story-formed, bless, celebrate, and recreate. 

 

The Goal 

We become better “gathered worshippers” when we live our whole life as worship!  

• GW restores a God-centered view of life. 

• GW reminds us of the person and promises of God.  

• GW enables a continual re-discovery of the gospel and its implication in everyday life. 

• GW reminds us that God’s Mission is to be carried out by a Christ-rescued, Spirit-

empowered community.  

• GW fuels scattered worship. 

We become better “scattered worshippers” when meaningfully worship God together.  

• SW reminds us that worship is more than a “Sunday thing”. 

• SW involves the entire church (no days off allowed). 

• SW safeguards against “doing church”. 

• SW tests the “success” of gathered worship. 

• SW fuels gathered worship. 


