
From the Pastors 

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  Psalm 73:1 

Though it is hard to feel that the above statement is true, IT IS!  Regardless of lowered home values, global market 

meltdowns, and swine flu outbreaks we can rest assured that God is on His throne, full of glory and of power.  He has 

been working mightily for our good and His glory, and we have been privileged enough to see and rejoice in that. 

This last year, once again God has helped us to live as a Family of Missionary Servants who are Learning to treasure 

Christ and walk in His ways: 

• We’ve scattered on mission, sending a team to Montreal to work with Tony Schaapman and Geoff Wright, while 

sending Missional Communities into strategic locations throughout the Lakes Region.  Friends, family and co-

workers have come to place their faith in Jesus through you. 

• We explored a pattern of “Rhythm Living” last summer, proactively investing time in “Eating, Listening, Blessing, 

Celebrating, Recreating, and being Story-formed” with those inside the body and those outside the faith. 

• God blessed us with significant pain this year, opening wide the door to serve each other and share the reason 

for the hope that is in us.  Some of this pain was very public: we praise God that Josh and Heidi were so willing to 

be transparent with us through their miscarriage, and God used that to encourage us all to be more open and 

honest.  Through Tracy’s cancer treatments many in our community have seen and heard the gospel, as they 

met and served alongside of you.  Much of our pain was carried by smaller groups: loss of friends and loved 

ones, joblessness, broken relationships and so much more. 

• In spite of pain and a global recession, your love overflowed in a wealth of generosity.  We partnered with Geoff 

and Dwight and Jess, with our missionary family around the world, with each other to provide for our budget 

and for gifts given in secret, through acts of service and daily needs quietly provided, and through giving 

directed to support the needs of people we have never met before.  I thank God for the way that love for the 

gospel has moved us to bless; giving our money, possessions, and time. 

• Our great and beneficent Father has blessed us with overflowing joy.  Marriage covenants have been made, 

beautiful babies have been born, songs have been written, parties have been thrown, and many, many laughs 

have echoed throughout our houses and halls. 

In truth, you have demonstrated a growing confidence that Jesus Christ is better than anything that life can give us or 

death can take from us.  May that confidence fuel our courageous pursuit of being the church, instead of attending a 

church.  May God drive from our hearts the shallow promise of living for our comfort, replacing it with an unbridled 

passion to feast our souls on that which is infinitely great and eternally satisfying – freeing us to live like Jesus.  I pray 

that Jesus Christ’s sacrifice to make a way for us to be restored to the Father would free us from being slaves to anything 

less and free us to serve: whoever, wherever, whenever. 

In 2009-2010 the gospel will undoubtedly call us to walk in the way of the cross.  “And he said to them all, ‘If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me’.” (Luke 9:23).  In Galatians 2:20 the 

apostle Paul restates, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  The gospel frees us to 

become missionary servants of the Lakes Region so that many would come to find life in Jesus.   

Let us purpose together not to waste our lives – but to live lives marked by gospel intentionality. 
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