
ELDERS REPORT 2009 

Time again for a report of the Elder's Board for the year 2008-2009.  The Elders main objective this year 

has been to bring the gospel in all its many facets, first to ourselves and then to the rest of the church family.  

Whether it is an unbeliever exploring the truths of Christianity, or a Christian couple having marriage struggles, 

or an older saint doubting God's goodness as they suffer a life ending disease, the gospel is the remedy, the 

answer.  We have tried to grasp more and more deeply the implications of the gospel through memorizing 

scripture, speaking the gospel into our own lives and the lives of others as they struggle with various life issues. 

      We start each elder meeting with a time of reflection on a particular bible passage and/or we talk about 

our own personal lives that we might encourage each other with the gospel.  We review a section of scripture 

we are memorizing and then study a section of a book we are studying together.  Right now we are reading the 

book “Total Church” by Tim Chester and Steve Timmis.  "Church is not a meeting you attend or a place you 

enter," write pastors Tim Chester and Steve Timmis. "It's an identity that is ours in Christ. An identity that shapes 

the whole of life so that life and mission become 'total church.'" With that as their premise, they emphasize two 

overarching principles to govern the practice of church and mission: being gospel-centered and being 

community-centered. When these principles take precedence, say the authors, the truth of the Word is upheld, 

the mission of the gospel is carried out, and the priority of relationships is practiced in radical ways. The church 

becomes not just another commitment to juggle but a 24/7 lifestyle where programs, big events, and teaching 

from one person take a backseat to sharing lives, reaching out, and learning about God together.  It’s a great 

book that is helping us to understand what a gospel based church family can look like. 

 After this time of study we talk about the issues facing the church and perhaps the personal struggles 

and difficulties faced by individuals.  We pray for the church and the specific needs we discussed.  The meetings 

can be long but they are always a God given opportunity to grow and to serve. 

 Beyond our meetings, we have faced a severe financial situation recently. We have tried to encourage 

all of us to see that a lack of money is an opportunity to grow in our dependence upon Jesus Christ.  Whether it 

is the worldwide recession or our personal checking accounts, we need to see that we truly experienced the 

complete goodness of God when Christ died for us.  We all need to trust that God is in control and is allowing 

hardships into our family life to develop our character and our ability to trust Christ (Rom 5:4,5) God has 

responded by blessing us financially, enabling us to continue supporting our pastors, staff and ministries.  Not 

that God was obligated to provide for us because we trusted Him, but He chose to bless us because He is good.  

The gospel teaches us that we can never put God in the place of being a debtor to us.  We never earn or deserve 

His favor, He gives it for His own reasons by grace.  

Even those of us who have known Christ for many years still struggle sometimes with the reality of the 

gospel.   We need to understand the power of the gospel as summed up in the statement "I am far more sinful 

and rebellious and messed up than I ever imagined, but because of Christ Jesus I’m also far more loved and 

accepted and empowered than I ever dared to dream!"  As Elders, our desire is to continue to preach the 

gospel to ourselves, each other and to you, our family. 

In His Service,   

Scott Burke,  Chairman of the Elders 


