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Gathered & Scattered 

Worship 3.0 

What’s the worst danger the Church faces? 

 

Beware the DANGER of _____     -_____    __________   .  

 

“What would things look like if Satan really took control of 

a city? Over a half century ago, Presbyterian minister 

Donald Grey Barnhouse offered his own scenario in his 

weekly sermon that was also broadcast nationwide on 

CBS radio. Barnhouse speculated that if Satan took over 

Philadelphia, all of the bars would be closed, pornography 

banished, and pristine streets would be filled with tidy 

pedestrians who smiled at each other. There would be no 

swearing. The children would say, “Yes, sir” and “No, 

ma’am,” and the churches would be full every Sunday . . . 

where Christ is not preached.” Michael Horton
1
  

In other words… 

• “What would Jesus do?”  vs.  “What has Jesus done?” 

• Confusing “Christianity” with Christ. 

 

What are we talking about? 

The value of gathered worship 

• Gathered worship strengthens and informs scattered 

worship. 

• Gathered worship fuels a God-glorifying passion for all 

things. 

• Gathered worship shapes a Christ-centered community. 

• Gathered worship motivates a Spirit-empowered mission. 
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Gathered worship shapes.. 

a Christ-centered community 

Christ-centered = Gospel-centered 
The gospel of Jesus is the means by which we pursue God’s glory and 

live in the Spirit’s power (2 Corinthians 4:4-6). That’s why its CENTRAL. 

Gospel in the OT: God’s promise MADE to rescue and restore his people 

to himself. 

Gospel in the NT: God’s promise KEPT in Jesus to rescue and restore his 

people to himself. 

The Big Idea of the Bible: Creation, Fall, Redemption, & New Creation. 

The gospel is not only the most important but also the only essential 

message in the world (1 Corinthians 15:3). 

DEFINITION:  

The Gospel is the good news of God’s redemption, his 

ongoing transformation of sinners (and eventually the 

entire creation) through the person and work of Jesus 

Christ and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

By knowing the gospel 
Our problem is that we think we actually have exhausted the meaning 

and implications of the gospel.  

“Reminding ourselves of the gospel is the most 

important daily habit we can establish. If the gospel is 

the most vital news in the world, and if salvation by 

grace is the defining truth of our existence, we should 

create ways to immerse ourselves in these truths every 

day. No days off allowed.” C.J. Mahaney
2
 

 

“We never “get beyond the gospel” in our Christian life 

to something more “advanced.” The gospel is not the 

first “step” in a “stairway” of truths, rather, it is more 
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like the “hub” in a “wheel” of truth. The gospel is not 

just the A-B-C’s but the A to Z of Christianity….The main 

problem, then, in the Christian life is that we have not 

thought out the deep implications of the gospel, we 

have not “used” the gospel in and on all parts of our 

life.”  Tim Keller
3
 

The gospel is for Christians, too! (Romans 1:15; Philippians 1:9-11; 

Colossians 1:4-6). 

By reading the gospel 
How do we read the gospel to one another? By reading the Bible! From 

beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation the Bible either points 

forward to Jesus or back to Jesus. It’s all about him (Luke 24:27, 44-47). 

Look for gospel summaries… 

• Romans 1:1-4 

• 1 Corinthians 15 

• Philippians 2:5-11 

• Colossians 1:15-20 

By singing the gospel 
It’s biblical! 

Psalm 95:1 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 

of our salvation! 

Ephesians 5:18  

…be filled with the Spirit,
 19

 addressing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with 

your heart,
 20

 giving thanks always and for everything to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and  

spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 

Revelation 15:3-4 

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of 

the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 

Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!
 4

 Who 

will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All 
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nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been 

revealed." 

 

It connects the head and the heart 

“The duty of singing praises to God seems to be 

appointed wholly to excite and express religious 

affections.” Jonathan Edwards
4
 

We need to sing songs that speak boldly, deeply, specifically, 

passionately about Jesus and what he accomplished for us on the cross! 

“In Christ Alone” 

In Christ alone - who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied; 

For every sin on Him was laid. 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
--by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

By praying the gospel 
The apostle Paul’s ultimate ambition was to know Jesus Christ—“For to 

me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (1:27). How did this impact what 

and how he prayed? 

Colossians 1:9-14 

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 

you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will 

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
 10

 so as to walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.
 11

 May 

you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 

might, for all endurance and patience with joy,
 12

 giving thanks 

to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in light.
 13

 He has delivered us from the domain of 

darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
 

14
 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

Imagine if we imitated Paul’s prayers, here and elsewhere: (2 

Thessalonians 1.3-12; 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Philippians 1:9-11; 

Ephesians 1:15-23; Romans 15:14-33). 
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By studying the gospel 
No such thing as “Worship and the Word.” 

DEFINITION 

Learners: a.k.a “Christian”.   

We are disciples of Jesus who take responsibility to equip 

ourselves and to equip others to learn and obey what Jesus 

taught (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Every sermon is about Jesus or it’s not a Christian sermon! 

The Bible is not an evangelical “self-help” book on how to have your 

best life now. It’s God’s story of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and New 

Creation…and Jesus is the Hero of that story. 

Colossians 1:28  

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 

with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 

Christ. 

By celebrating the gospel 
Reverent Celebration 

Every time we observe the Lord’s Supper we have an incredible 

opportunity to celebrate the gospel! The Lord’s Supper, the meal Jesus 

gave us, is meant for us to celebrate the gospel. 

The Meal that Jesus gave us: Past, Present and Future  

This meal that we share together tells us in a very special way all about 

the past, present and future work of Jesus (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). And 

we can literally get a fore-taste of God’s future world of new creation 

that he has promised to fully bring in when Jesus returns (Isaiah 25:6-9). 

 

 

 
From Gathered…to Scattered Worship 

How should knowing the importance of the “Christ-

centeredness” of GW shape our SW? 

If we need to preach the gospel to each other on Sunday what 

about the other 6 days? 

How do I live the gospel centered life? 

• John 15:5   

• Philippians 4:13  

 


