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Gathered & Scattered 

Worship 2.0 

Have you ever found yourself saying… 

• “I know I should ‘go to church’ on Sunday, but I’m not 

sure why?!” 

• “I like attending church. I’m just not comfortable sharing 

my faith with others.” 

• “Why don’t they play the good ole’ music anymore?” 

• “I don’t like that style of ______.” 

• “Can’t we talk about something deeper than the gospel?” 

• “Church is boring.” 

If we don’t understand why we worship God together, then we’ll 

probably be confused about what we do when we actually do worship 

God together.  

The Value of Gathered Worship 
If we don’t understand the WHY of gathered worship, then we will miss 

the point of the WHAT of gathered worship. (And…if we don’t 

understand why we do what we do on Sunday, then we probably don’t 

know what we’re supposed to be about the rest of the week!) 

1. Gathered worship strengthens and informs scattered 

worship. 

2. Gathered worship fuels a God-glorifying passion for all 

things. 

3. Gathered worship shapes a Christ-centered community. 

4. Gathered worship motivates a Spirit-empowered mission. 
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Gathered Worship… 

Fuels a God-glorifying Passion for All Things 

By sharing in God’s passion for his glory 

What is the chief end (ultimate goal) of God? 

Seeing God’s glory 

• Psalm 145:3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and 

his greatness is unsearchable. 

• Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My 

glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images. 

• John 17:24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have 

given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My 

glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the 

foundation of the world. 

• Revelation 4:11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to 

receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, 

and because of Your will they existed, and were created." 

• Revelation 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the 

moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. 

 

Seeing God’s glory involves praising God for Who he is (Psalm 145:8-9) 

and What he has done (Psalm 111:2). 

 

Savoring God’s glory 

• Psalm 34:3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his 

name together! 

• Psalm 31:23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! 

• Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD. 

• Psalm 34:1 I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall 

continually be in my mouth. 

• Psalm 100:2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his 

presence with singing! 

• Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 

Rejoice. 

• Matthew 22:37-40 And [Jesus] said to him, "You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.
 
This is the great and first commandment.

  

And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.
  
On these two commandments depend all the Law and 

the Prophets." 
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Therefore…worship involves acknowledging (SEEING) and treasuring 

(SAVORING) the excellency and supremacy of God above all else. 

Worship is the only Christian “activity” that is an end in and of itself! All 

of the purposes of the church lead to the exaltation and enjoyment of 

God. 

By exposing God’s competitors (a.k.a idols) 
 

Worship gone bad 

• A refusal of Matthew 22:37-40 

• Making a “good thing” into a “god thing”. 

 

Defining idolatry 

“A god is whatever we expect to provide all good 

and in which we take refuge in all 

distress…Whatever you set your heart on and put 

your trust in, that I tell you, is your true god.” 

Martin Luther 

 

“The human heart is a factory of idols...Everyone 

of us is, from his mother’s womb, expert in 

inventing idols.” John Calvin  

“Our idols are those things we count on to give 

our lives meaning. They are the things of which 

we say, ‘I need this to make me happy,’ or ‘If I 

don’t have this my life is worthless or 

meaningless.” Tim Keller 

Detecting and destroying idols 

• How does gathered worship help us “flee idols” (1 John 5:21)? 

“John’s last line properly leaves us with that most 

basic question which God continually poses to 

each human heart. Has something or someone 

besides Jesus the Christ taken title to your heart’s 

trust, preoccupation, loyalty, service, fear and 

delight? It is a question bearing on the immediate 
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motivation for one’s behavior, thoughts, and 

feelings. In the Bible’s conceptualization, the 

motivation question is the lordship question. Who 

or what ‘rules’ my behavior, the Lord or a 

substitute?” David Powlison 

• Affirmation and negation. 

“One other point for discussion is how worship 

breaks down our misdirected loyalties even as it 

builds up our deepest loyalty to God. Every act of 

praise is a strong act of negation as well as 

affirmation. Every time we sing praise to the 

triune God, we are asserting our opposition to 

anything that would attempt to stand in God’s 

place….When we sing ‘Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow’ we are also saying ‘Down with the 

gods from whom no blessings flow.’  John D. 

Witvliet 

What’s this all look like? 

• What’s the most important thing you can bring to gathered 

worship? 

• How might you approach gathered worship differently knowing 

that worship is all about God, not about “me”? 

• What might your life look like the other 6 days a week if you 

were as passionate about God’s glory as he is? 

 


