
 

 

The end of the 2012 – 2013 year comes to an end during a very difficult season at Windham Baptist 

Church. It is so easy to sit and look at what we perceive as the negative – but if we did that, we would 

totally miss all the our Great King is doing in our midst and in the lives of our people. Is it easy? No. It 

is good? If God is being seen as glorious, then absolutely. If we are needing to lean away from our 

wisdom and lean toward the wisdom of our Father, then only good can come. Our people as a whole 

are doing this – and we are seeing God move in massive ways. 

 

A few weeks ago, I preached on the unity of the body and the gifts that God has given us for our 

strength and His Glory. This is evident in so many places, but one place that maybe is not seen all the 

time is in the men that serve on the Elder Board. This year has grown and stretched us, and allowed us 

to work in our strengths. I am thankful for Mark as he leads the church as a whole and has invested so 

much of his time shepherding. I am thankful for Scott and his generous heart as he cares for this body 

and specifically for individuals within it. I am thankful for Don as he, like Scott, cares deeply for those 

God has placed in his life all the while being an example for us in loving is wife, in sickness and in 

health. Though circumstances have changed is role, I am thankful for Josh as he has walked side by 

side with me and challenged my heart and my thinking – and has been a great friend. 

 

A couple weeks ago, as Elders, we participated in our yearly retreat at Don's house. It is always good to 

get together with Don, Mark and Scott and pray through each of you and talk about where we are going 

as a church. Our mission continues to be simple – make disciples who makes disciples. One of the 

things we continue to realize is that this is a work of the Holy Spirit – and we get to be used by Him! 

We can't say in five years we are going to add 50 people. We can't say in 10 years we are going to add 

$20,000 to the budget. All we can say is that we will do out best, through His power, to invest in you – 

and walk with you as you equip those God has given you. Is this flashy? Nope … BUT this calling has 

eternal reward and purpose. 

 

This past year has brought it's challenges. Our budget continues to be tight. Many of you have been 

challenged in deep ways – our body has been touched my cancer. We have had to walk through deep 

rooted sin. In this, we are seeing victory! The victory is this – people trusting in God, in good and bad 

days, and abiding in Him daily. 

 

Lastly, you all have a very important role in this body. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians that we each have a 

specific role to be lived out. That is the challenge for us this year. If God is truthful, and I believe He is, 

then each of you, and myself, have a specific strength to  add to WBC. Let's pray and find out what that 

is. Let's not be a people that sit back and wait – let's be a body that prays without ceasing and is lead 

my the Holy Spirit. Please, talk to us. Let's explore those gifts that are given to you … and let's walk 

together this next year as God makes disciples …. by using us. 

 

Joel Lloyd 


